ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 
021768.1163 



8 



PATENT APPLICATION 
09/901,402 



REMARKS 

This Application has been carefully reviewed in light of the Office Action mailed 
June 10, 2005 (the "Office Action"). At the time of the Office Action, Claims 9-14 were 
pending in the Application. AppUcants amend Claims 9 and 13, cancel Claim 12 and add 
new Claims 21-34. Reconsideration and favorable action are requested. 

Specification Objection 

The Office Action objects to the Specification for reference to a related application 
without a serial number. AppUcants filed a Preliminary Amendment on July 9, 2001 
replacing the Cross Reference to Related Applications paragraph and identifying related 
applications by serial and patent numbers. A copy of this preliminary amendment is attached 
hereto as Exhibit A. Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the objection to the 
Specification. 

Subject Matter Indicated as Alio viable 

Applicants note with appreciation the Examiner's statement that Claims 12-13 are 
directed to allowable subject matter and would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. For the reasons 
discussed below. Applicants respectfully contend that Claim 13 is in condition for allowance. 

Section 103 Rejections 

The Office Action rejects Claims 9-10 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 5,758,126 to Daniels {"Daniels'"), The Office Action rejects Claim 1 1 under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Daniels in view of U.S. Patent 5,577,202 to 
Padgett C'Padgetr), The Office Action rejects Claim 14 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Daniels in view of U.S. Patent 5,974,406 to Bisdikian ("Bisdifdan''), 
Applicants respectfully traverse these rejections. 

Applicants have amended Claim 9 to include elements of Claim 12 indicated as 
allowable. For at least these reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that Claim 9 is 
patentable over the cited art used in the rejections and request that the rejection of Claim 9 be 
withdrawn. 
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Claims 10-11 and 14 depend from Claim 9. Therefore, for at least the reasons 
discussed above with respect to Claim 9, Applications respectfully request that the rejections 
of Claims 10-11 and 14 be withdrawn. 

New Claims 

Applicants add new Claims 21-34. Claims 21-34 contain no new matter and are fully 
supported by the specification as filed. 

Claims 21-24 depends from Claim 9. Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 21- 
24 are allowable over the cited art used in the previous rejections for at least the reasons 
discussed above with respect to Claim 9. 

Claim 25 recites interfacing between a communication protocol of a plurality of 
Internet mail units of the communication units and a communication protocol of the interface 
unit, similar to allowable elements of original Claim 12. Claim 34 recites similar elements. 
Therefore, for at least this reason. Applicants respectfully request allowance of Claims 25 and 
34. Claims 26-33 depend from Claim 25. Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 26-33 
are allowable over the cited art used in the previous rejections for at least the reasons 
discussed above with respect to Claim 25 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicants have made an earnest attempt to place this case in condition for allowance. 
For the foregoing reasons, and for other reasons clearly apparent. Applicants respectfully 
request full allowance of all pending claims. 

If the present application is not allowed and/or if one or more of the rejections is 
maintained. Applicants hereby request a telephone conference with the Examiner and further 
request that the Examiner contact Chad C. Walters, Attomey for Applicants, at the 
Examiner's convenience at (214) 953-651 1 to schedule the telephone conference. 

Applicants believe no additional fees are due. However, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any fees or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 02-0384 of 
Baker Botts L.L.P. 



Respectfully submitted, 
BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 




Chad C. Walters 
Reg. No. 48,022 



Date: September 6, 2005 
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